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to the propaganda promulgated by JBL and others, the ALTEC 604 DUPLEX® was NOT
conceived by James B. Lansing, but, rather, was the brainchild of George Carrington.
According to Mr. Ward, Jim Lansing's ONLY real contribution to the development of the
ALTEC 604 DUPLEX® had to do with the fabrication of the tooling for, and manufacture
of, the now famous speaker, seeing as how he was in charge of manufacturing at the time.

In reality, the real reason his name appears on the press releases and papers of the day
was political. Seeing as how Lansing did fabricate the tooling necessary to manufacture the
ALTEC 604 DUPLEX®, Mr. Carrington agreed to allow him to introduce it, since it was,
after all, built in the Lansing shop using many of Lansing's materials. Mr. Bill Hayes,
longtime employee of Altec Lansing, and Head of Acoustical Engineering from 1973-83,
has said repeatedly over the years that Jim Lansing's initials don't even appear on the
original drawings for the ALTEC 604 DUPLEX® and that he (Lansing) didn't have
anything to do with the actual design of it at all. Empirical proof of this is seen (and heard)
in JBL's laughable knock-off of the incomparable ALTEC 604 DUPLEX®. Seems to this
writer if he had, JBL would have been able to do a better job on their own unit. . .

Often imitated, but never
duplicated, the ALTEC 604
DUPLEX®has been heralded
the world over for its ability to
reproduce sound accurately and
in proper phase. It is still the
BEST sounding point-source
loudspeaker in existence today.

© Altec Corporation

Altec Lansing was purchased by Gulton/Electro-Voice in 1983. Later, Gulton sold it's
audio division containing Altec Lansing, University Sound, and EV (among others) to the
Mark IV investment group, which turned it into Mark IV Audio, which killed the Altec
Lansing Corporation. Then, it was sold to the Telex Corporation, which subsequently sold
the brand name to Altec Lansing Technologies, formerly known as Sparkomatic. At that
point, the 604 ceased to be produced by Altec Lansing.

FORTUNATELY, Bill Hanuschak, owner of Great Plains Audio, Inc., purchased the
tooling to manufacture the famous speaker from Telex, and it is hoped that this wonderful
product will be introduced to the marketplace soon!
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW SPECIFICATION SHEETS FOR
ALTEC'S DUPLEX® LOUDSPEAKER SYSTEMS

Back to Altec Lansing's (unofficial) Homepage

E-mail us at; toddw.white(@netzero.net
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Altec Lansing
The Sound of Experience
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